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SUBJECT: Deportations of Armeniana.

STRICTLY CCHFIDENTIAL

The Zonorable
Tha Seeretary of State,
Yashington. - f
Sir:

I have the honor to bring to the Department's attenticn
such detalls as have reached the Zobascy from several scurces
conesrning the recent deportations of Armenians from the
interior of Anatolia teo Istanbul. _

The dercortees begmn to arrive at Istanbul some six we=ks
n.gu- and they are quartered by the Armenian Church am {t=
auxiliary relief organizaticns 1n ghurcihes, school houses

and abandoned buildings im the villages of Ortakdy and Yeni-

k;:r. About 600 Armenians are now beling czlien ear E‘Df. They
are from Yarious towns and villages of Anatolia. >
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t 18 essumed by moat of the deportees tl:-T thelr ex-
pulsion from their homes in Anatolia is a part of the Gov-
srnrent's program of @eking Anatollies = pure Turkish diatriect.
They relate thet the Turkish police, in towns end villages
whers Armsnisns lived, attempted to inatigate loonl Moslam
peopls to drive the Armenians sway. These efforts failed
compietely. Tke suthorities then brought in Turks from
Bumeli and intimated to them %thet they could take over the
Armenisn possessions. This new element, howaver, 'nstead
of taking a hostile ettitude toward the Armenians became
=08t congeniel wiih them. These two means feiling, the
A=—e=iemns wers T0ld thes they hed to leave at once Tfor ls-
tenbul. They sold their possessions receiving for them
ruincus prices. I Lave been +ald thet settils wortio several
punéred liras s “esd had been sold for es little es five
1irss = heerd. Xy informant stzted thet iLs arrsnians were
per=itted to sell thelr propsriy in order that oo cne of
thez could say thet they wers rarcai_;a aba-dioz it. How-
ever, the sals under these conditions emountsd %o & prec-
«igel abandonment.

~he Armenians wers obliged to wmlk Ifrac their villages
+5 <he reilways =nd then they were shipped t train to JIa=-
tanbul. Loecel relief organizetlons ers doing thelr best
to sttempt %o find employment for these necole gnd to care
#c- the= until emloyment is found. ZHowsver, the size of
the +esk is st=ggering. Logal sympathetic people heve
wasn cenvmssed to conmtribute 20mey for thelr relief.

7he real reasons for the deportations I3 unimown. A
so¥ Armenians belisve that it is dus <o thelr
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superior business methods whish =rouses jealousy among
certain Turkish elements, The Armenians are known {oT
their energy and thoroughness in business and many of
them believe that they are suffering now for thess
qualities. It 1is likely, thoush ,~ thet their removal
{s sirply ons step in the govermment®s avowed policy of
making Anmtolis purely Turkish.

Bespectfully yours,

Qobert P. Skinner.
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