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The Cilician Election and Church Unity Discussed in An Interview with Ihachig Babikian, Esq.
BY HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

The following interview, conducted by the editor of Window Quarterly with My Khachig Babikian, Chairman of the World Cuereral Assembiy of the See aof Cilicia, has beer £l
made availuble 10 a select few Armenian newspapers, including TAR Int'L ‘

LONDON, UK - As Aniclias
prepares for the clection ol a new
Catholicos ol the Great flouse of
Cilicia, on Apnl 20, 1995, tns
writer conducted an interview
with Atorney Khachig Babikian,
Chairman ol World General As-
sembly of the Great House of
Cilicia and member of the Leba-
nese Parliament, discussing the
details of the election and the is-
sue of church unity.

Q. Mr. Babikian, could you
briefly tell us about the clection
process of the Great House of
Cilicia?

A. The Cathglicosate of the
Great House of Cilicia has its own
By-Laws according to which the
clection of a rew cathulicos is
determined.

- As soun as the pontifical throne
becomes vacant, the most seoior
member of the Cilician Brother-
hood becomes the lemposary per-
son-in-charze of the Sec. He then,
within 48 huurs, inviles the body
that eleets the Locum Tenens of
the Scc.

Q. Which hody elects the
Locum Tenens?

A. The Juint Religious and I'o-
litical Councils of the Cental
Committee of the Cilician Scc --
the counterpait of the Supreme
Ecclesiastical  Councilt  in
Etchmiadszin -- the Exceutive
members of the World General
Assembly (Chairman and See-
relary), and the Exccutive mem-
bers of the Brotherhood of the
Cilician See {Chairman and S xc-
rctary).

This body met on April 19,
1995 in Antclias, and clecied
Archhishap Ardavazt Tr'taan as
Locum Tenens.

Q. What is the next step?

A. According o vur By-Laws,
the Locum Tenens, in consullation
with the above- mentioned bedy,
determines the date of the pomifi-
cal clection. The clection will be
held un June 28 and the conseera-
tion on July 2. 1995.

Q. How arc the delegates se-
lected?

A. According t our By-Laws,
the delegaies come from our dio-
ceses and cunstitule the electoral

y.

Q. What is the criterion?

AL First, there will be one Jel-
cgate for every 5,000 faithiul;
those communitics or diocg ses
which have less than 5,000 will
have one delegate. Second. vne
third of the defegates will be
clergy and two thirds will B
ity. Third, annng the clergy el
cgates, one third shuuld be 1
ricd priests il two thirds celivate
clergy (vartabeds and bishops)
These are the general principles,
according 1o which, the Locun
Tenens organizes the election.

Q. What are your thougzhts
about this clection?

A. [ belicve that the upcoming
pontifical clection in Antclias will
reach its fruitful conclusion. And
considering the latest clection in

the Mother Sce and the enthione-
ment of Catholicos Karekin, [ sce
the npening of a new era of closer
cooperation hetween the two Sees.
Of course, a wide and closer co-
operation had already startcd dur-

o

ing the tenure of His Holiness,
Catholicos Vazken Loand Thope
this process will be strengticned
un the tevel of the clergy and the
faithful of the Armenian Church.

Q. As you are aware, both in
Armenia and the Diaspora, the
election of Catholives Karekin
1 was connected with the issuc
of church unity. HHow do you
characterize the issuc of unity
hetween the two Sces?

A. Nauwally, there were a lot
of irresponsible and uncducated
discussions on this issuc, For cx-
ample, sume people were saying
now that Catholicos Karckin has
come o Eichmiadzin, why do you
nced ( have an clection for asce-
ond Catholicos in Antelias. Unfor-
tunadely, this is a very superficial
and irresponsible approach i the
isstie. This proves one thing: that
those whu speak in thesc terms ane
completely ignorant of our na-
lional et lesiastical tustory.

As vou know, the Cilician See
has existed Tor over 300 years.
This See has had its mission in our
nattonal fife. [U has existed and
continues to existin the daily hves
of the lairkiul It hes importanee,
paticululy in the Arab world, and
chwewhicre. This See - with its in
stittions and related bodics, with
its Brotherhoed, withvits Theolopi-
cal Scminary -- has beeome an
essentuat entity in Armenian hic.

The two Sees have existed for
a very long time. However i Ar-
menia, the Soviel cegime amld
Comnunist doctrine placed our
Muther See in Etchmiadzin under
numueious difficultics. And yes, let
un e honesi, during this period the
Mother See was tempied o tum
the Cilician See into a Conunu-
nisttool. However, in 1956-57, we
-- in Lebanon and throughout the
Avab workd -- resisted against this
auempt. Perhaps many people
have lorgolten that in those days
the threat of Conununisin in the
Arab warld was pereeived diller-
cntly. Cosnmunism was consid-
cred a deadly thing, We were ¢x-
tremely concerned and afraid that
we would become a “Fifth Cul-
umn” as they said in thosc days --
that is. new Communist agents. Of
course this would have disturbed
our goud relations in the Arab
warld, as well as the good status
that we erjoyed in our respestive
countnes. It was because ol these
theeais that there wis an upheaval
in 1956-57. 1 am sure yon ae
aeate o theseevents, Tiwe Crieron
Sve wanied 0 emphasize by i
acpendence and s detachiment
fiom the Mothes See. OF course.,
the struggle continued for ycas,
hut we always believed that the
Maother See was under exicng
pressures Thus, our relationslug
was determined by these pres-
shres. Having hnowa these, and
despite all kinds of complexitics.
we never severcd vur ties with the
Mother See. We rever severcd vur
ties #nd continuously visited Ar-
mienia tu prescrve that relatinn
ship. We mel with His Holiness
the Catholicos regularly and as-
sured uni of vur mory suppon as
well as our undenstading ol the

3 put un him, Histury

et tatd

shoutd tell the coming generations
abnt the prossaes of Cathalicos
{ Vizhen 1. He was sensitive o
these issucs ind knew well the
weight that he hid 1o caury.

In recent vears, as the Co-
mimunist voke became lighler, His
Holiness Vazken | became the one
whu encouraged and reigniled a
sense of deeper couperation be-
tween the two Sees. As a resull of
this, a Miatherly relationship cx-
isted between the two Catholicoi.
Of coursc the clergy understood
the rwmilications of this rela-
tionship but could not wke any
practical remedics (o resolve the
problems. Nawsally, it will take
sume tite 10 addicess - now more
seriousty -~ the divisions and mis-
uaderstandings that have taken
place over the years, It is in this
way that we sce the twn Sces as
co-wurkers, strengthening cach
other.

The Armenian Church is one.
We are one Chusch -~ with our
taith, doctrine and liturgy.

OF course, seme people see one
purpuse e the election of
Cathulicos Karekin 12 what will
happen to the merreforonshin of
certain dinceses. First, et me say,
that Catholicos Karckin | -- whom
1've had the privilege of knowing
for over 40 vears - as a clengy-
man and a Gutblul heliever is tully
committed 1o the Church. L know
firsthand thit in recent years as His
Holiness Vazken [ hecame in-
creasingly il Cuathuticos
Karckin's main concern was the
state of the church in Armenia. He
was concerned that Catholicos
Vazken ['s Gubing health coincided
with i very crtical time in our na-
tion's fustory - namely the eol-
lapse of the Communist scgime in
Armenia, The Church was be-
come increasngly leaderless --
especially in view of the Fact that
many new religious movements
and cults werne coming o Argie-
nia and the Armenian Church was
lagging behind them. [U was be-
cause of these new religious
muvenents that the twn Catho-
licoi issucd an encyclical, cau-
tioning the people against these
threuts.

Catholicos Karekin knew well
that the problem will nothe solved
with an encycheal. He hnew well
thal only seriois commitiment o
misstiominy work i Arienia and
surronding countries could re-
solve this problens, 1t is only then
that the Muather See could satialy
the retigious and ol needs of
the praghe. This was the main rea-
sun that Catholicos Karckin con-
sented o be avandidate in the
clection  process  for  the
Cathahicosaie ot All Adicnians.
Naturally. the fstale] authorities
encouraged s and had the same
congern ton the church and the
nation. They wanted to sec some-
onc hike Catholicus Karckinin the
Mother See -+ someone who is
dedicated, spotless and faithful.

T sure that the autharities in
Armenia considered the fact that
Catholicos Karckin -- with his
past. with his experience, and es-
pevially with his intenvtional re-
he most qualified

-

anmumg the clegy . who vould help
case thic curventand s st fhosh
conditions in Avinen Tam sure
His Hulisiess wall enbi nce anin-
ternationat! understading ot the
importance of the Republic of
Armenii, as an independent. free
and Christian nition ms the region,
1 believe this is the 1cason that
Cathulicos Karekin -- with his
nante, position and cypenence --
came Lo serve (he Mother See of
the Armcnian Chuich,

Q. Would you say that - with
the eclection of two new
catholicoi in Etchmiadzin and
Antclias -- the relationship of
the two Sces will go back to the
pre-1956 status?

A. Absolutely. Detivitely. There
should be a very hinmoninus re-
lationship hetween i Scesand |
belicve that is the funest thid we
will reap from theee historic
evenls.

Q. In terms of the division in
the church, the probicm of two
dinceses in the Laited States
scems to be twe muost cottrovers
sial issue and one of the mnain
stumbling blochs of church
unity, What will lapepen in the
Uniled States?

AL The issue of e dieceaes --
as said carlier - is e assue. It
shonld not be conneered with the
electson ol the ¢athobcos, Ontwe
other and, it voery natgal Hiat
the Armcnian nation inight desive
- inview ol inemivioaal relations
= 1o present isei s uned way.
This 1 @ process swch has al
realy stinted. by the T aited States
vanous boadies are ey aged i dia-
legre il talhs b e leoking at
win s of sesolving ihe diosion,

Frons another e spective, |
mustsay thit sinee e divisien ol

church sifairs - perhaps more 337

‘han b sy wnre inour history, A L

vitlous competition emerped "f‘
witic h surprisingly awahencd both 4}, b

penple’s Taith and atuaction to- 41
wara the church. In addition, it -
also gase rise 1o several cultual gy
entities and programs. Of course, ¢
no maticr how impurtant, this is a_; £'HY
secuadary issue. I
I am sure that the rap-%h
prochement and the dialogue will 5%
continue. One thing should he§
clear. it is not Catholicei or o[ﬁ-?
cial church bodies that decide the
Jesire of the people. It is thel?
people who decide whal is best for.
its ultimate interests. Nalura!ly,-:
there are certain issues that necd,
10 b considered in this respedt. "¢
In all this, | can add onc thing 3}
The clection that took place in the,;
Mother Sec and Lhe new atmo-
sphure that will cmerge in vur in-

terrclatonship will greatly con-ii &

tribuite to many issues -- which |
might lve seemed impossible in

the pasi. [am sure that they willy
be poissible, desirable and fruitful. .
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LAW OFFICES OF M. HAIGENTZ
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We take grear pleasure in providing counseling and
serving the legal needs of our clients.
General Practice: Real Estate; Accidents; Personal lajury; Estate
Planning: Matrimonial; Commerdal Transactions; Criminal Law. .
One University Plaza, Suite 402

Hackensack, New Jersey 07601
(201) 342-1191

EDVWARD D. JAMIE
FUNERAL CHAPEL .
SER\ €°F - ANY DISTANCE - ANY HOUR

SHIPPING YO ALL PARTS OF UNITED STATES
BURIAL or CREMATION SERVICES
MONUMENTS & BRONZE MARKERS

SERVICES AVAILABI E NEAR YOUR HOME

PRI-ARRANGEMENTS INVITED &

SERVING THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY FOR

635 YEARS .

CALL TOLL FREE - (300) 450-3498 i

IN NEW YORK CALL (718) 461-2660 ~* X
EDWARD D. JAYIIE, JR. LEONE. JAMIE ‘ ﬁ
Licensed Fuaerid Direclor I.lcensed Funersl Dlndor.s

{
141-26 NORTIERN BLVD,, FLUSHING, NEW YORK
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