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Margaryan
appointed Prime Minister
of Armeniain May 2000,
-only a few months after

major political turmoil. -
 Misister Vazgen Sargeyan,the brost.
i azgen the Presi-
dent of the National Assembly Karen.
Demirchian and five MPs were assas- -

sinated in the parliament by gunmen.,
Inthe power struggle that followed

- between the supporters of the slain

prime minister and the ruling regime,
Margaryan allied himself with the two

'most influential figuresin the country

~thePresident, Robert Kocharian, and
ts%md;ed,mrya;hf E‘
ongevi-
tyasPrime Ministerwas attributed large-
lytothefactthatherarely disagreed with
the President and the Defence Minis-
themthe llpuppertof s Rebuioen
em the full support of hi ican
Party, the ruling party with the largest
number of seatsin parliament.

While unemployment and large dis- .

parities between the rich and the poor
remain, under Margaryan'sleadership
Armenia posted healthy, double-digit
economicgrowth. The average annual
GDP growth was 121 per cent between

-2001and 2005, compared toB1per cent

during the previous five years. Arme-
in2003, stabilised its currency and pri-
vatised most state-owned small- and

_ medium-sized enterprises. Kocharian

" | described Margaryankseven-year tenure
| as“the bestyears of our statehood”.
Bornin1951, Margaryanstudiedatthe .

Yerevan Polytechriic Institute and grad-
uated as a computer engineer in 1972.

Prime Minister of Armenia.

' Heworkedinamimber of Sovietstate

institutions before getting involved it

" dissident politics in Soviet Armenia.

He was arrested in 1974 for “national-
ist activities” in a clandestine group
campaigning for Armenia's secession
from the Soviet Union and served a
two-year prison termin alabour camp.

- During Mikhail Gorbachev’s pere-.

stroika, Margaryan and his dissident col-
leaguesfounded the Republican

Party
of Armenia (HHK) in 1989, which later
became the first registered political

party after Armenia’s independence
in1991. He was elected chairman of its
Central Board in 1997, Elected a mem-

. ber ofthe National Assemblyin 1995, he™

was re-elected in 1999, becoming the
head of the largest “Unity” bloc in the
parliament and, after the 2008 elec-
tions, headed the coalition government.

Unlike most politicians in Armenia,
Ardranik Margaryan was well liked.
Politicians and citizens alike described
him as humble, tolerant and honest.
Even opposition leaders praiged him.
“Unfortunately, there are very few po-
litical figures in our government with
the ability to listen and to forgive,”
lamented Aram

Sargsyan, aharsh critic .

Margaryan had been planning to re-
sign as Prime Minister after the parlia-
mentary elections on 12 May, but said
he wanted to remain active in politics.

~ Hratch Tehilingirian

Andranik Margaryan, politician: born,
Yerevam, Soviet Union 12 June1951; Prime

Minister of Arnienia 2000-07; married . -

(one son, two daughters); died Yerevan,
Armenia 26 March 2007 -
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