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Preface

The compilation and arrangement of this
brochure has afforded me several satisfactions ; and
readers who come by this pamphlet will find in the
reading of it, I hope, no wasted effort.

It is among the last of my services to the Church
and Community in Calcutta, where and among whom 1
have been privileged to serve for over a decade as the
least of God’s servants. And I offer it as a token of
thanks for the many blessings, happinesses, joys, friend-
ships and goodfellowship enjoyed.

May God’s blessings be ever with you, reader ;
and may you ever find strength and comfort in the
Church and continue staunch always in the Faith of
your Fathers.

TER ARAMAIS MIRZAIAN,

Priest of the Holy Church of Nazareth
15th April 1958. in Calcutla.
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HIS GRACE BISHOP ASSOGHIK GHAZARIAN

Bishop Assoghik Ghazarian was born in 1909 in Armenia. During the First World
War he lost his parents and as an orphan he had to undergo great hardships. After complet-
ing his elementary education at the Armenian National School of Bagdad, he was fortunate
to be admitted to the Armenian Theological Seminary of Jerusalem in the year 1924, He
successfully completed his theological course in 1932 and was then ordained a celibate
clergyman by the late Archbishop Thorgom Goushagian, the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.
In 1937 he was appointed as Vicar General of the Far East where His Grace rendered valuable
service to the Armenian Church and the Community. During the Second World War,
while His Grace was in Manchuria, he was captured by the Japanese and placed in a
concentration camp, where he had to go through great ordeals for a period of four years
until his release after the War was over.

In 1950 he returned to Jerusalem to participate in the election of the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem. The following year His Grace was invited by the Armenian Commu-
nity of California to take up the work of their diocese. In 1954 the Armenian Community
of Australia, in appreciation of His Grace’s valuable services rendered to his flock, invited
him to go there to organise the Community and to build a church. This fond and
cherished dream of His Grace and the Armenian people of Australia has, however, only
recently been realised.

In 1956 His Grace returned to Jerusalem where, by the decision of the Brotherhood
of St. James’ there, and the newly-elected Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop Tiran
Nersoian, he was deputed to the Holy See at Etchmiadzin, to be consecrated a bishop. His
Grace was consecrated on the 24th of November last by His Holiness, Vazgen the First,
Catholicos of all Armenians. He is now in Calcutta as Delegate to His Holiness and
first Prelate of the Armenians in the Far East.
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TEXT OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY’S ADDRESS
AT THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF S§t. SARKIS, IVERNA GARDENS, LONDON W. 8
ON SUNDAY 15th APRIL, 1956

Your Holiness and beloved brethren in Christ,

[ am deeply touched that I should receive at the hands of His Holiness the Supreme
Catholicos of all Armenians this lovely cross—which as a gift between friends will surely
bless him who gives and him who receives. For here in the Church of St. Sarkis I do indeed
feel among friends. Five years ago I was privileged to attend the Divine Liturgy in this
Church, and to address the congregation on the occasion of the 1500th anniversary of the
Battle of Vardanantz. That visit itself was a proof of the friendship between the two
Churches in London, which your vicar has done so much to strengthen and develop: and
may I be allowed to say how happy I am to greet him now as Bishop Toumayan. [ earnestly
pray that God will richly bless him in all his episcopal ministry among you.

But today marks a greater friendship which exists between the Armenian Church and
the Anglican Communion throughout the world. And what a notable event it is, that here
in London His Holiness the Supreme Catholicos and the Archbishop of Canterbury should
share in the work and worship of the Divine Liturgy. No Catholicos for many centuries has
left his own country to undertake such an Apostolic journey as this among his people. No
Catholicos has ever set foot in England before. Here the fellowship in faith of our two
churches receives a new and enriching sacramental significance when I am privileged to attend
the Divine Liturgy in the presence of His Holiness.

I must think first of the antiquity of your Church going back to the shadowy days of
its beginnings in time of the Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew, and to the great labours
of St. Gregory the Illuminator under whom, by the grace of God, the Armenian Church and
Nation became indissolubly united in the faith of Jesus Christ our Lord. Before that date
and ever since your Church and Nation have faced countless hardships and persecutions,
faced them with undaunted courage and have survived them, though with terrible losses, in
the confidence of Christ. No Church has been more fiercely caught up into the cruel
conflicts of history and the strifes of competing creeds. Suffering and persecution so often
drive a people in upon themselves, making them narrow and loveless. But where the Holy
Spirit prevails, it can do the opposite and turn suffering itself to fresh triumphs of the
Christian Faith.
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HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY AND QUEEN OF IRAN IN INDIA

The Armenians in India were aware months uiiead that His Imperial Majesty of Iran,
Shah Mohamed Reza Pahlevi, and Queen Soraya, with their magnificent entourage, were to
visit India and, as honoured and precious guests of the Government, were to stay a few
weeks and see and enjoy the special places of historical value and nature’s admirable scenes
in this vast continent.

With great joy we reiterate that the Shahanshah and the Queen have, with this most
important and historic visit, created and earned for themselves great love and affection, and
have further renewed and strengthened the centuries’ old cordial friendship between Iran
and India.

His Imperial Majesty and the Queen, after visiting various provinces of India, arrived
in Bombay on the 5th of March 1956.

On that day the city had a festive appearance. Government institutions and the
main roads of the city were adorned with arches and illuminations. Beforehand the two
Armenian Church Committees of Calcutta and Bombay had together worked out a plan in
this connection and had settled special representatives to meet His Imperial Majesty and
Queen Soraya at Bombay.

For this very special reason Rev. Aramais Mirzaian of Calcutta had come to Bombay
a day before to make preparations in connection with meeting His Imperial Majesty and the
Queen. On Tuesday the 6th at Bombay, after special arrangements made by the Iranian
Ambassador, Rev. Mirzaian, together with the members of the Bombay Armenian Church
Wardens, Mrs. Rose Basil and Dr. Aram Eghiazarian, met His Imperial Majesty. Rev.
Mirzaian, with a brief speech in the Iranian language, welcomed His Imperial Majesty and
the Queen, on behalf of all the Armenians in India, which pleased His Majesty very much.
Unfortunately the Queen was indisposed on this occasion and was not present..

During the presentation of gifts His Majesty expressed his special appreciation and
publicly praised the sincere friendship and immense industry of the Armenian people.

At the conclusion of his visit, on behalf of himself and the Queen, His Imperial
Majesty expressed his great appreciation and best of good wishes to Rev. Aramais Mirzaian,
the representatives of the Calcutta and Bombay Church Committees in particular, and the
Armenian public in India in general.
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ARMENIA AND HER PEOPLE — Conid,

unfavourable influence on political and inner development. Owing to its physical and
geographical characteristics, Armenia has always been a gigantic natural fortress and was
strategically most important as a base both for assault and defence. It was precisely because
of its strategic value that wars were constantly waged for the possession of Armenia, and that
its history is so closely connected with that of the great empires of the Middle East.

In 301 A.D. Armeniaaccepted Christianity as its state religion, through the efforts of St.
Gregory, the Illuminator, and by the royal edict of King Tiridates. In 384, the country was
divided between the Byzantine and Persian Empires. The latter keptits kings on the throne until
418, when at the demand of the Armenian nobility (feudallords), the Persians deposed
the king of Armenia and sent governors to hold the country.

Under Foreign Rule

The Persians in 451 tried to convert Armenia back to pagan Mazdaism, but the
Armenians resisted successfully.  St. Vartan the general, and St. Ghevond the priest. were the
leaders of this famous resistance. The Arabs began to invade the country in the year 639,
'he Armenians revolted many times for political independence against both the Arabs and
the Persians but without success because of lack of unity. At last in 885, a wise native prince
Ashot Pakradoony succeeded by peaceful means in assuming the title of king under the
nominal supremacy of the Arab Califs. This line of semi-independent Kings of Armenia
lasted for two centuries (885-1070). The Byzantine Empire absorbed this little kingdom, as
well as many smaller principalities in Armenia. The Armenians however, formed a strong
element in the Byzantine Empire ; for they gave units of armies and many generals, as well as
twelve emperors to the tottering throne of Constantinople,

Cilicia: Lesser Armenia

Greater Armenia, the original home of the Armenian people, was never again a
political unit, as the Byzantines, the Seljuk Turks, and the Tartars successively seized parts
of the country and fought over it. As a result of these incessant invasions and fightinegs, and
great insecurity in the land, the Armenians began to migrate to other countries. A great
number immigrated into Cilicia on the Mediterrancan Sea. In this new land, the people
founded a new Armenia and established an independent principality in 1080. It became a
Kingdom under Leon II (1198) respected by the Crusaders, Byzantines and Mohammedans
alike. In this period of history, the Armenians came in direct contact with Europeans
through the Crusaders, whom they helped greatly and fraternized. The last king of Armenia,
Leo VI, is buried in Paris, where he had come to ask the help of the Christian powers to
regain his kingdom.

After the fall of the Cilician Kingdom (in 1375), the Armenians passed under the yoke
of the Ottoman Turks and Persians. As a result of the Russo-Turkish war of 1829, Armenia
was finally partitioned among these three powers. During the long years of their struggle for
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